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Our School Story   

Our School Goals  

What are the unique, positive characteristics that we celebrate in our school/community?  

Departure Bay Eco-School became known as an Eco-School in 2015 when it received academy status.   A 

school garden was created as well as many working partnerships with community groups.  The school is 

located minutes away from Woodstream Park, SugarLoaf Mountain, Wardropper Park, Departure Bay 

Beach and a short walk to Linley Valley.  These locations are ideal for place based outdoor learning. 

The school’s population has grown from 160 students in 2015 to 408 students in 2022.    There is no longer 

academy status for Departure Bay Eco-School, but many teachers continue to incorporate place based 

outdoor learning in their programs.  DBES has adopted Wardropper Park and are working with the City of 

Nanaimo on improvements.  We have also worked on restoration projects along Departure Creek.   

The school also focuses on waste management, energy conservation and gardening.  Students and staff 

together work to recycle, compost, and reduce energy consumption.  The school has received an award 

from the Recycling Council of BC in 2019 and have won the District’s Energy Cup 5 years in a row. 

To increase our connection to place in order to foster a sense of responsibility as stewards of the 
land. 
 
To support student social emotional, physical and mental well being by inviting a belonging and 
nurturing school community. 

 

What are the important demographics of our school and community? 

Departure Bay Eco-School is situated on the traditional territory of the Snuneymuxw First Nation.  
Departure Bay Eco-School has a diverse population and has experienced significant growth over the 
past 5 years as the number of developments in the area has increased.   There are approximately 408 
students in 18 divisions with 27 regular staff members.   

The catchment of Departure Bay Eco-School stretches from the south end of Departure Bay Beach all 
along Hammond Bay Road to past Piper’s Lagoon.  The area is expanding towards Linley Valley with 
many new housing developments.  Active travel to school is somewhat challenging by the distance, as 
well as two busy roads, Hammond Bay and Departure Bay. 

 



Our School Celebration Story 

Hiking Series 

This past spring, we organized a hiking series for our students in Grades 5 to 7.  All students 

in Divisions 12 to 17 were provided the opportunity to hike at various different locations 

around Nanaimo.  The purpose of the hiking series is to promote healthy and active lifestyles 

as well as to connect to and learn to love being in nature. 

The various hiking locations were: 

 Westwood Lake Trail 

 Linley Valley – Dolphin’s Way Loop 

 Cable Bay Nature Trail 

 Ammonite Falls 

 Linley Valley from Tanya Drive 

 Neck Point 

 Half Mount Benson 

We also began a few of the hikes with a land acknowledgement and history about the land as 

well as the Hul’quim’inum name.  We hope to continue to build upon our knowledge of the 

various areas around Nanaimo and their significance to the Indigenous Peoples. 

            

 




